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Truganina VIC 3029

Quality Education for Quality Life
OUR MISSION

Al-Taqwa College aims to produce good reflective self-directed learners who have
problem-solving skills and critical thinking abilities.
It aims to be a place where the individuality of each person is recognised, and where that
recognition is reflected in the College’s curriculum diversity and flexibility, diverse
teaching strategies and student centered processes. The College aims to create a school
environment that instills in students love and obedience to Allah (swt) in accordance with
the sayings and deeds of the Prophet Muhammad (saw) and enables them to benefit from
the teachings of the Holy Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet Mohammad (pbuh).

Important Dates
NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

1 Public Holiday
10 Vision Night
23 VCE Graduation

7 Grade 6 Graduation
13 Last Day of Term 4
14 Parent/Teacher Interviews

Message from
the Principal
ASSALAMUALAIKUM

PROJECT

WBT

Term 4 is as usual very intensive for all of us, having
lots of preparation in order to be well geared for 2017. I
appreciate that everyone at the College is working very
hard in all aspects to ensure that policies and procedures
are updated, annual reports been given timely, meetings
with actions have been concluded. There has been a
slight change in the structure for all sectors as part of a
total management improvement plan. The Strategic Plan
Committee has been working collaboratively in producing
such an important living document. Thanks to all involved!
VCE

229

UPDATE

The project is so for running according to schedule with
the likelihood of completion to be late January 2017. A
Certificate of Occupancy will then be required, therefore
we anticipate the move of our secondary girls’ to take place
and be fully operational for Term 2, inshaAllah. This selfcontained expansion will be sufficient to accommodate our
secondary female students.

EXAMINATION

The VCE examination has commenced on Wednesday
19 October for Language (Arabic) and will conclude on
Wednesday 16 November. I wish to thank all of our VCE
teachers and the coordinators for their dedication and
support for holding extra tutoring classes. I wish all my
students every success with their examinations, inshaAllah.
I look forward to the VCE Graduation Night on Wednesday
23 November.
ISSUE
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AL-HIDAYAH

OVERSEAS

TRIP

A tour to China and Vietnam was organised for a team
of staff members and myself during the third term school
holidays. Our team visited quite a number of interesting
places like the mosques in Kunming covered in the intricate
architecture the Chinese are known for. The tour included
the Confucius Garden, who was a famous philosopher,
known for his aphorisms and who held lectures with his
students. We had the opportunity to see the well-known
and astounding Stone Forest in Kunming, including the
Linh Yung temple, Hoi An town and Da Nang market in
Vietnam. It was a great experience and educational as we
learned the culture of the Muslim community in the City of
Kunming, Yunnan and the developing Da Nang cities – the
spectacular Dragon Bridge is still fresh in our minds!

COMMISSIONER

MORNING

TEA

On Monday 10 October, our school Imam, Sheikh Abdel
Azeem and myself attended the Commissioner’s Morning
Tea organised by the Community Liaison Team of Australian
Federal Police at Leopard Lodge, Melbourne Zoo.
I had the opportunity to have photo taken with the Hon
Andrew Colvin APM OAM, the Federal Police Commissioner.
It was great!

Hon Andrew Colvin and Mr Hallak

UPCOMING

EVENT

Vision Night will be held on 10 November at the school
and the theme for this year is African Spirit. There will be
student performances and award presentations. I hope to
see parents attend this prestigious event to support our
students who have been working hard. I am sure that it will
be entertaining for everyone, inshaAllah.

Da Nang - Vietnam

WASSALAM

Omar Hallak

China

China
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a message from admin

Dear Parents, Students
& Friends
ASSALAMU
VISION

Counsellor’s Corner

ALAIKUM

KIDSMATTER

NIGHT

This year our Vision Night will be held on Thursday 10
November. Further information will be sent home prior to
the evening.
LAST

DAY

OF

TERM

4

The last day of Term 4 for students is Tuesday 13
December.Our Parent/Teacher Interviews will be held on
Wednesday 14 December. It is crucial that all parents/
guardians attend these interviews to ensure a smooth
handover for 2017.

Al-Taqwa College is in the process of implementing the
KidsMatter/MindMatters framework, an Australian mental
health and well-being initiative set in primary and secondary
schools. It’s a framework that helps schools take care of
children’s mental health needs by addressing a number of
key elements that impact school aged children.

If you are planning holidays for the end of year, please
ensure that bookings are made after 14 December and
not earlier.

This year our focus has been on creating a positive
school community. In particular, this term we focused on
relationships and belonging at school. This terms session
was particularly powerful as our staff had the opportunity
to step out of their roles and momentarily experience the
issues some of students may be facing. The key message
our staff took away from this terms session was that,
when students feel as though they belong, it benefits their
mental health and wellbeing, as well as their academic
engagement and achievement.

UNWELL

CHILD-SAFE

HOLIDAY

LEAVE

STUDENTS

GOING

HOME

Students who are unwell or injured must present to the First
Aid Department for assessment. If they are required to go
home, one of our two qualified nurses will contact parents/
guardians informing them of the situation. Students are not
permitted to contact parents/guardians directly to organise
to be collected. All students must sign out at the Front
Office prior to departure.

Members of the Child Safety Committee met with our
secondary leaders to discuss implementing healthy
respectful relationships into the 2017 curriculum. We
look forward to seeing how each department embeds
Standard Seven (student empowerment) into their
subjects and departments.
PARENTING

2017

ASSESSMENTS

PREP

ORIENTATION

The last round of assessments for entry in 2017 will be held
in November. Enrolment forms must be submitted before
7 November to be included. Those applying after this date
will not be assessed until term 1 in February.
DAY

Our new Foundation students commencing in 2017 will
have their Orientation Day on 24 November. Further
information will be sent home to the families with
Foundation students.

STANDARDS

SEMINAR

Based on the feedback from several parents who attend
the quarterly parent seminars the focus of this terms
session was on bullying. The presentation discussed a
range of issues related to bullying including, signs to look
for if parents are concerned their child may be getting
bullied, recommendations to support your child through
their experience of bullying, how to work with the school
for the best possible outcome for your child, as well as the
correlations between bullying and mental health. Thanks
to all the parents who took time out to attend our parent
seminars throughout 2016. We look forward to seeing you
in our next session in Term 1, 2017 Insha’Allah.
MAHA SALEH

On behalf of the Counselling & Welfare Department
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a message from first aid

Nursing Department

Conjunctivis is:
• Eye irritation and redness
• Excessive tears in the eyes
• A discharge with pus
• Swelling of the eyelids
• Photophobia (you can’t tolerate looking into sunlight).

Some of the symptoms of hayfever include:
• sneezing
• a runny or stuffy nose
• itchy ears, nose and throat
• red, itchy or watery eyes
• headaches.

The symptoms usually develop within 24 to 72 hours of
becoming infected and last from two days to three weeks.

With the arrival of Spring, we have an increase of pollens
and allergens in the air. This has contributed to the
high incidents of hayfever reactions and sore eyes and
conjunctivitis for many of our students and staff.

Suggestions to prevent or limit symptoms of hay fever
include:
• Check the pollen count forecast on television or in the
newspaper. Try to stay indoors if it is a high count.
• Stay indoors as much as possible in spring, on windy
days or after thunderstorms.
• In your garden, choose plants that are pollinated by
birds or insects, rather than plants that release their
seeds into the air.
• Replace your lawn with types of artificial grass, bricked
or paved areas.
• Splash your eyes often with cold water to flush out any
pollen.
• Reduce your exposure to dust and dust mites, animals
and animal hair or fur (dander).

Things to remember:
• Conjunctivitis is an infectious eye condition
• Symptoms last from two days to three weeks
• Children with conjunctivitis should be kept home from
school
• You will remain infectious as long as you have an eye
discharge
WENDY DICKS & ROSLYN NASIR

Registered Nurses

Conjunctivitis
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primary school department

Grade 2 & 3 Report
WELCOME

HOW

BACK!

Here’s hoping everyone has had a safe and enjoyable
break and ready to begin another exciting term of learning.
After a restful and relaxing Term 3 holiday, children and
teachers in the 2 and 3 area have come back refreshed
and enthusiastic. It has been pleasing to observe how
quickly everyone has returned to the routines of school.
The term began with a fantastic performances conducted
by Grade 2A and Grade 3A during assembly. There were
many prizes and golden stars given out to recognise
outstanding performances by students and also by
classes. Thank you to all parents who attended the
assembly. Your attendances made the students very proud
to showcase their talents.
STUDENT

•

ready to learn once in their classroom;

•

read every night;

•

complete their homework to their best ability;

•

be responsible for their belongings; and

•

share their learning at home.

CAN

HELP

•

Please make sure your child is at school on time every
day. We find that children are far more settled and
focused.

•

Students work hard at school each day so homework
at year 2 and 3 would be no more than 15 - 20 minutes
each day. Establishing a regular routine helps students
to develop a positive approach to learning and will
benefit them as they progress through their schooling.

•

Ensure your child’s belongings are clearly labelled.
This includes clothing and lunchboxes (lids too) – we
already have several unnamed items at lost property in
beginning of this term.

•

We continue to promote healthy eating at school and
try to discourage high salt, sugary and processed
foods. We talk about these foods as ‘occasional’ or
‘sometimes’ food that can be enjoyed on special
occasions rather than as part of a child’s daily diet.

•

Grade 2 and 3 teachers encourage parents to
consolidate their child’s learning at school in many
different ways. When reading with your child, you can
help enrich their vocabulary by discussing descriptive
and challenging words. Discuss their meanings and
think of other words that could be used in their place.
Questions starting with ‘why’ and ‘how’ lead students
into thinking about what the author has implied, rather
than just what has happened. Use these types of
questions to stimulate discussions with your child and
develop their comprehension skills at the same time!

EXPECTATIONS

By Term 4, we expect all students to:
• be at school on time and start their silent
reading time by 8.50am;

YOU

Students are continuing to grow in confidence and are
working hard on their daily organisational skills along with
independence, persistence, resilience and goal setting.
We will continue to promote our school values through
regular classroom activities and discussions as well as
celebrating students’ many personal achievements.

If you have any concerns or queries about your child
please speak first to the classroom teacher. You will need
to organise a mutual meeting time either before or after
school. Kindly refer to term overview given earlier this term
on the topics students will be learning.
NOORUN NISA ABDUL WAHID

Head of Student & Teacher Services Grade 2-3

ISSUE

85

//

OCTOBER

//

AL-HIDAYAH

5

senior school department

Year 7 & 8 Report
ASSALAMU

ALAIKUM

Term 4 is another busy term. We are trying to finish this
academic year and plan for the next.
This month the H&PE, Humanities and English Departments
have been very busy running engaging activities and
presentations. It is pleasing to see how creative our
students are. They have produced very impressive 3D
models of towns and well-presented posters. All these
projects will be presented in our Awards Excellence Night
for parents to see the product of Al-Taqwa students’ and
teachers’ hard work throughout the year.
Homework club was recently established to as
sist our students during lunchtime. We are very grateful
to our dedicated teachers who volunteered their time to
provide extra help for our students.
Last week we conducted parent/teacher interviews for
students at risk. The night was very successful and parents
were very appreciative of this chance to discuss areas
of concern regarding their child’s performance at school.
Parents who missed this opportunity are encouraged
to contact their child’s teachers and organise another
appointment.
Potential accelerated students were given the chance to
sit for SEEP 2017 selection Test (Select Entry Enrichment
Program). This selection is based on the student
achievement in NAPLAN (for Year 7), PAT Testing and
internal school assessment.
Our Year 7 and 8 students are going on camp in the
coming weeks. Year 7 students will explore Buchan
Caves, go on a cruise in Lakes Entrance, beach walks and
indoor activities. Nothing beats sitting around the camp
fire, toasting marshmallows and telling scary stories. In
addition to the fun activities, they will have a lot of Islamic
talks, discussions and competitions. For the Year 8s, they
will be participating in canoeing, raft building, geocaching
in addition to indoor activities.
Teachers have been attending Mind Matters Workshops,
the latest was on building healthy relationships between
teachers and their students, which in turn, enhances the
teaching and learning environment at school.
Teachers and students have been trained on Child
Safe Standards, and the importance of being safe and
feeling safe at all times. Please advise your children from
engaging in rough play at school to avoid unpleasant
consequences.
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Tablets are valuable educational tools which should be
used wisely. We urge you to monitor your child’s use of
their tablet and be vigilant of which websites they access.
Please advise your student not to change their tablet
settings, which makes them able to access unwarranted
websites. Any student found changing their settings will be
banned from accessing the school’s internet for a week.
All students are encouraged to be wise in using
social media as a tool of communicating with their friends
and refrain from following or having friends they do not
know. I urge all parents to supervise their children at all
times and be vigilant whenever your child is using social
media and look for signs of any change in their behaviour.
Parents also are encouraged to limit the time of internet
use at home, as children are being online for long periods
of time at home which has an adverse effect on their
concentration, health and studies.
Student diaries are a very important means of
communication between you and the College. Please make
sure that you check your child’s diary on a regular basis,
and you can write messages to the teacher if required.
If you notice that your child does not do any homework,
please contact us and follow up.
We are still experiencing issues with many parents who
continue to drop off their children late in the mornings.
Please be aware that the first period for secondary
students starts at 8:45am sharp, which means that
students are expected to be at school by 8:30. This will
give them enough time to go to their lockers, sort out their
books and get to class before the bell. By dropping your
child off late, they are losing valuable learning time and
causing disruption to the learning of others. As adults we
need to instil in our children the importance of time and the
value of learning.
We still have a problem with students not adhering to the
Uniform Policy and we are expecting your full support and
cooperation. As the weather is still cold, we urge parents
to buy their children their winter jumpers and blazers,
because students are still wearing all sorts of jumpers to
school which is totally unacceptable.
Please advise your child not to wear sports jackets if
they do not have sports. Students are expected to be in
their full, clean and tidy uniform. It is recommended that
students have more than one school shirt, so they will
always be neat and well-presented.

OCTOBER
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There are parents who are planning their holidays during
school days and students are missing out on their end
of year exams. Please note that according to Al-Taqwa
Exam Policy, no early exams will be conducted. Parents
are also encouraged to approach their child’s teachers
and ensure taking work which will be covered during their
child’s absence.
For any concerns regarding your child, you can contact:
Ms Hanan Khalil (Assistant Head for Year 7 and 8, Student
Wellbeing and Discipline), Ms Samara Osman or Mr Khaled
Zpeidi (Year 7 and 8 Student Wellbeing and Discipline
Coordinators.
WASSALAMU

WAFA TEBEILEH

ALAIKUM

Head of Year 7 and 8 Student and Teacher Services

Y11 & 12 Report
CONGRATULATIONS

We would like to welcome all our students and community
back to term four and hope that you all had a wonderful Eid
with your loved ones. This term has been very busy with
our VCE students preparing for their external exams.
Our year 12 students completed a 13 year school journey
and celebrated their last day of official school classes on
Friday 14 October. The ceremony began with an opening
Dua from our school Imam followed by a speech from our
College Principal, Mr Omar Hallak. The day was filled with
fun activities and speeches, all organised by the school
captains, Abdullatif Omar and Zeina El Haouli. Our year
12 teachers put together a delicious feast for the students
to enjoy and our very talented year 12 student, Khadijah
El Masry baked an amazing farewell cake for all to share.
Not to forget the traditional tree planning event which took
place before lunch.
We wish our students well for their upcoming exams and
encourage them to stay positive and to become valued
members of our society. We look forward to hearing about
their journeys in the years to come. Congratulations and
well done!
The Year 12 Graduation Night will be held on Wednesday
23 November at the Grand Star Reception Centre in Altona.
It is anticipated that it will be a very special night where we
recognise the hard work and dedication of our students
and their teachers.
As for our year 11 students they will sit for their unit 3 and 4
exams during weeks 4 and 5 of this term and then continue
with their unit 1 and 2 studies until week 7. Internal exams
will be running during week 8 followed by a two week
transition program into year 12.
MARWA HOULI,
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The Islamic Schools of Victoria (Werribee College) Trading as Al-Taqwa College ABN 32 079 146 958

English Tutor

COLLEGE TOURS
Tours of the College are available by appointment
only. If you wish to visit the School and view our
facilities, please contact the Administration Office
on 9269 5000 to arrange a booking.
2016 College tours are held on Wednesdays
commencing at 9.15am on the following dates
2 NOVEMBER

ABN 76-172-192-277

Houda Badawi

B.A. (MELB), B.BUS. ACC (RMIT)
One-on-one lessons, specifically tailored to your child’s needs,
in the convenience of your home
15 years experience in the private tuition
of students from Prep to Year 12
Expertise in teaching all aspects of English literacy, including grammar,
punctuation, spelling, reading and writing
Family discounts available by negotiation

Ph: 0422 089 031

BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL

This is a great way to see the College in action.

Free Bin cleaned. Money
donated to Al-Taqwa.

Text #ATClean

ADMINISTRATION PERSONNEL

College Registrar

Enrolment Officers

Accounts Receivable

Parent Liaison Officer

Transport Coordinator

Accounts Payable

Jenny Dunstan

Susan McAsey
Enas Ali

Michelle Dimech

Malak El-Ashey
Fadile Jeka

Sameh Aghbash
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