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Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL)
‘PREPARING OUR STUDENTS FOR THE REAL WORLD’
The Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) is a 'hands on' option for
students in Years 11 and 12. Like the VCE the VCAL is a recognised senior qualification.
Unlike the VCE which is widely used by students as a pathway to university, the VCAL focuses
on 'hands on learning'. Students who do the VCAL are more likely to be interested in going on
to training at TAFE, doing an apprenticeship, or getting a job after completing Year
12.
The VCAL framework qualification enables accredited curriculum from a range of
sources to be grouped into coherent learning programs at the following three award
levels:
 Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (Foundation)
 Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (Intermediate)
 Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (Senior)
In Year 11, you may be placed either at the Foundation Level or Intermediate Level, depending
on your Year 10 results, your learning requirements and needs. Each VCAL certificate
recognises completion of a senior secondary qualification and primarily prepares students for
further studies at the next VCAL level, in VCE, in Vocational Education and Training and/or
employment. Each certificate usually takes 12 months to complete.
Course requirements
To be awarded, a VCAL certificate student must successfully complete a learning
program made up of accredited curriculum that leads to a minimum of 10 credits
and include curriculum components each of which can be justified against the
purpose statement for one of the four VCAL curriculum strands and at least 1 VET component
The curriculum components must be drawn from VCAL/VCE units and Vocational Education
VCAL Curriculum strands/Subject Areas:
- Literacy and Numeracy Skills
- Industry Specific Skills
- Work Related Skills
- Personal Development Skills
Any VCE studies successfully completed as part of the VCAL program will count towards the
VCE. A certificate and statement of results will be issued to students who successfully these
units.
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Some facts about VCAL
When and why did VCAL start?
VCAL was introduced in 2001 after the Ministerial Review of Post Compulsory Education and
Training Pathways identified a need for an alternative to VCE in Victoria. One of the main
reasons for establishing VCAL was to broaden the outcomes of many senior secondary students
in Victoria.
In 2002, VCAL was introduced in 22 Victorian secondary schools and TAFE institutes and
organisations. By 2005, 380 educational institutions including secondary schools were
offering VCAL. The number of schools that deliver VCAL now is over 500 in Victoria.

What is VCAL?
VCAL stands for the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning and is a practical approach to
learning. It is appropriate for students who are interested in going into training at a Technical
and Further Education institute (TAFE), start an apprenticeship, a traineeship or to find
employment after completing secondary school. As VET courses are continuously added to
the VCAL program it has also seen a shift into focusing office like studies and careers,
such as IT & Business.
VCAL gives students the opportunity to enter the work force with practical work-related
experiences as well as literacy and numeracy skills. Alongside VCE, it is recognized as a
senior secondary qualification. At the conclusion of year 12, a graduating VCAL student
will leave school with a Senior VCAL certificate, a VET certificate and completed over
240 hours of work placement in their chosen industry.
What is Applied Learning?
VCAL works with the concept of Applied Learning. Applied Learning is often described as
‘hands-on’ or practical experiences, which is what VCAL aims to offer its students. It is
designed to motivate and empower students whilst assisting them to develop skills and
knowledge needed in the work force. The learning is meant to be as transparent as possible in
regards to connecting with the ‘real world’.
The school has formed important partnerships with RTO’s and Employers. This has provided
the student’s with various options in:
 VET Component – TAFE subject delivered on Wed- external to the school
 Industry Experience- Work Experience in chosen industry
Another important part of applied learning is the holistic approach, which takes into
consideration every student’s strengths, interests, goals and previous experiences. Students
are encouraged to develop as independent young adults as they are allowed to be responsible
for their own learning.
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VCAL and VCE
While there are considerable differences between VCE & VCAL, the below tables and
flowcharts show there are many similarities as well.

VCE

VCAL

In order to successfully complete VCE a Each level of study (Foundation, Intermediate
student is required to study a minimum of and Senior) normally has a duration of 1 year.
16 units, of which at least 3 have to be
units of English.
Students need to acquire a minimum of 10 units
across the four strands at appropriate levels. (
VCE students gain an ATAR score, this applies in years 11 and 12- foundation units
which makes it possible for the student to will not be counted in this)
attend university after secondary school.
After completing VCE you may also gain After successfully completing their learning
entry to TAFE courses, apprenticeships, program students receive a VCAL certificate
traineeships or employment.
for each level they undertake. They will also
get a Statement of Results, including all VCE
and VCAL units and a Statement of Attainment
for VET. Students may also achieve enough
units to gain their VCE certificate also.
Pathways exist for VCAL students to gain entry
to TAFE, apprenticeships, traineeships or
employment upon completion of Year 12.
Students may also form a pathway that may
lead them to University.
VCAL provides opportunity for learning in the
work place.

Main differences between VCE and VCAL
•
•
•
•
•

VCE students sit external exams- VCAL involves different forms of Major assessment.
VCE students obtain an ATAR score which aides in entering tertiary studies after
completion of Year 12. VCAL students do not gain an ATAR score, however they can
choose to do a TAFE course initially in order to obtain entry to tertiary studies.
VCAL students have certain subjects that they must do, while VCE students can choose
more freely. ( English is Compulsory in VCE)
VCE students undertake larger number of subjects than VCAL students
VCAL offers a more practical approach than VCE, which offers a more theory based
approach.
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Similarities between VCE and VCAL
•
•
•
•



In order to enter VCE or VCAL, the student has to have satisfactorily completed Year
10
There are strict requirements of attendance for students
The amount of work the students undertake is equal for both VCE and VCAL but the
type of work is different
Any VCE units undertaken in a VCAL program will count towards students’ VCE
units, should they decide to transfer from VCAL to VCE during the program.

For a more visual depiction please refer to the flowcharts on the next few pages!
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Where can VCAL lead you?
As stated, VCAL is an alternative pathway and in many cases may lead you to exactly the
same career you would endeavour through VCE. The good thing is you actually begin your
formal training through a VET subject while in the VCAL program. This is your cert 2-cert 4
courses that are delivered by an external RTO on a Wednesday in year 11 & 12 VCAL only.

Examples of careers:


Below are some of the career pathways you can choose and the VET courses required
to take that pathway. Also remember, this does not mean you cannot change careers.
More often than not, a VET subject can be used as a stepping stone for multiple
careers. You must consult your Careers/VCAL coordinator about this though.

Note: Below are only a sample of potential careers you may endeavour through VCAL.

Animal Shelter Attendant- Cert 2 in Animal studies ACM20110
Carpenter – Cert 2 & 3 Building and Construction (Pre app) 22216VIC
Chef/cook – Cert 2 in Hospitality SIT20316
Conservation worker – Cert 2Conservation Land Management AHC21016
Customer service officer- ert 2 in Business
Electrician – Cert 2 & 3 Electro- technology 22261VIC
Engineering Mechanical - Cert 2 in Engineering 22209VIC
Farms/working on farms- Cert 2 in Agriculture AHC20116
Fashion Designer- Cert2 in Applied Fashion & Tech. MST20616
Health Promotion officer - Cert 3 in Allied Health HLT33015
Landscaper- Cert 2 in Horticulture AHC20410
Mechanic- Cert 2 Automotive AUR20716
Nurse –Cert 3 in Allied Health HLT33015
Occupational Therapist- Cert 3 in Allied Health HLT33015
Career Opportunities
VCAL gives the student practical work-related experiences and qualifications, which will be
recognized by TAFE institutes and employers. There are also opportunities of
traineeships or apprenticeships. VET subjects completed during the VCAL program
are stepping stones for students when entering a trade or taking career path. Students
may also alter their pathway and take tertiary studies as well. For more information
you should consult the ‘Careers coordinator’.
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VCAL Requirements for the Program and Important Information
Some of the below information is also highlighted in the section, ‘ Frequently Asked
Questions’. This information outlines the ‘Requirements’ in order to pass VCAL,
attendance, code of conduct, school policies and enrolment in regards to VCAL.
The aims of VCAL
The aims of VCAL are to provide students with different skills and knowledge to make choices
about pathways and further education.
VCAL aims to:
• Develop student’s knowledge and skills that will help them prepare for the workforce.
• Develop student’s skills and knowledge for further learning and education
• Meet individual student’s needs through their education
• Create alternative pathways to education and even further study at the completion of
secondary schooling.
• Give students the skills for seeking employment at the conclusion of year 12.
• Prepare students for possible employment at the conclusion of year 12.
The qualifications of VCAL
VCAL is accredited at three levels. These levels are Foundation, Intermediate and Senior. At
Al-Taqwa College students are given the opportunity to study and begin VCAL at any of these
levels.
At the foundation level, students will acquire a taste of different industries through internal
and external community projects. They will not be enrolled into a VET, though they will
complete between of 120 - 180 hours work placement throughout the year.
At Intermediate level, students focus on employment and knowledge skills. This leads them
to independent learning, confidence and gaining of a higher level of skills. They will be
enrolled into a VET course and also complete between 120-180 hours or work placement.
At Senior level, students’ focus on knowledge and employability skills that lead to a high
level of intrapersonal skills, independent action and they achieve tasks with decision-making
and leadership. Skills and knowledge that apply directly to the workforce are also important.
When they graduate in year 12 they will have at least a certificate 2 in a VET subject and
between 120- 180 hours of work experience.
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VCAL strands
VCAL is separated into four curriculum strands. They are:
• Literacy and numeracy skills
• Industry specific skills
• Work Related skills
• Personal Development skills
Each student needs to complete subjects in all four strands to be eligible to receive the VCAL
certificate.
Literacy and Numeracy Skills: Literacy and Numeracy skills are offered at Al-Taqwa. The
literacy and Numeracy strand is run exclusively.
Industry Specific Skills: Industry skills are most frequently satisfied through VET subjects.
VET is Vocational Education and Training certificates, which are nationally recognized. VET
subjects are mostly studied outside of ATC where students will go into specific TAFE courses
or apprenticeships/traineeships. This is organised with the Career/Pathways coordinator and
the VCAL coordinator.
Work Related skills: Work Related Skills involves subjects in developing students
understanding of what it means to become part of the work force. This strand is also satisfied
through a one day a week structured workplace-learning placement or a School-based
Apprenticeship or Traineeship.
As part of the Work Related skills unit, students will complete a ‘Structured Workplace
Learning’ component every Friday of each school work. This must be a minimum of 180
hours per year.
Each student will also complete at least one ‘Work Experience’ unit per year. Students
are required to find their own employment and submit a logbook and evaluation forms
at the end of each placement.

10

Students are delivered training before the end of each year in attaining a placement for the next
and upcoming year in VCAL. Students not being able to complete any of the placements may
result in them failing this strand.
Personal Development Skills: Personal Development Skills enable students to take part in
community-based projects and/or structured activities that will help develop their teamwork
skills, self-confidence and other skills important for life and work.

In Summary…..
To pass with a VCAL certificate at year 12, you need to:
 Satisfy 10 credits towards your VCAL, which include 4 of the learning strands.
 Not fail more than 1 leaning strand per year, even though you might still make up the
10 credits. If a student fails 2 or more learning strands in one year, the student will be
reviewed to see if 10 credits can be satisfied by the end of year 12.
 Complete a minimum certificate 2 in a VET.
 Complete a minimum of 240 hours of work placement.
 Have 90% attendance in school and in the VET component. ( refer to school policy)








It is also important to know that:
VCAL follows the same school rules, policies and code of conduct in the classroom
as delivered to all students at Al Taqwa college as stated in this handbook.
Attendance rate is the same as VCE, is 90%.
Year 10’s may enrol into VCAL in either semester 1 or 2.
If a student wants to enrol into the intermediate or senior level, he/she must do so by
the end of term 1.
School full uniform is required while at school and on VET days.
Work Experience follows the same guidelines as work experience in VCE. More
information can be found in Al Taqwa’s policy on ‘Work Experience and the
Ministerial report available to all schools.

( For more information on Policies such ‘Attendance’, ‘Internet use’, ‘Discipline’ and
‘Library procedures’ please refer to the VCE Handbook.
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Entry Requirements into VCAL
External Enrolment Policy VCAL
The following criteria must be satisfied for a student to be eligible for enrolment in the VCAL
program at Al-Taqwa College. The criteria is consistent with school policies and ensures that
students who enrol in the VCAL have a dedicated pathway to a career at the completion of year
12 at the college.
Student wishing to enrol into VCAL at the year 10,11 & 12 level must:










Complete a VCAL entrance exam and obtain a minimum 50% grade in the Literacy
and Numeracy section.
Must complete a personality test which is consistent with VCAL and its dedicated
pathways.
Behaviour of the student in his/her previous school will be taken into account before
the student is enrolled into the program and school.
Must have a chosen a pathway that VCAL will cater for. (This will be determined by
the personality test and reason for Enrolling into VCAL)
A student who is not deemed competent for VCE may enrol into VCAL if suggested to
them, though must meet each of the above requirements.
Enrolment of a year 12 student into the VCAL program, is only probable at the
beginning of term 1 prior to VET places closing. If the student has a VET credit prior
to the current year then they may be eligible to enrol into VCAL at a later date. This
must be looked closely by the heads before the student is eligible to enrol into VCAL.
Students are eligible to Enrol into year 10 or year 11 VCAL program, at the beginning
of term 1 prior to VET places closing.
A student may enrol into year 10 & 11 VCAL 11 in the middle of semester under
extreme circumstances, which will be determined by the heads of year 10,11 and the
VCAL head.

Transitioning to VCAL-Internal Enrolment to VCAL
Students who are transitioning from a mainstream year level to VCAL will follow a
similar process to the External Enrolment policy with the omission of an ‘Entrance
exam’. Students who have been deemed academically weak in accordance with the
VCE policy may be eligible for VCAL. Other factors taken into account include:




Students will be counselled and advised of suitable pathways by Careers/Head/VCAL
Head which may include VCAL or an alternative pathway.
A student who is not deemed competent for VCE may enrol into VCAL if suggested
to them, though must meet each of the above requirements.
Students may be placed on an academic contract if they have not satisfied the criteria
for Entry to VCE. Not performing or not meeting the criteria set in the contract
may mean the student will only have VCAL or an ‘alternative pathway’ as an
option.
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Behaviour of the student in his/her previous school will be taken into account before
the student is enrolled into the program and school.
· Must have a chosen a pathway that VCAL will cater for. (This will be determined by
the personality test and reason for Enrolling into VCAL)

For the policy on Internally enrolling into VCAL in the middle of a semester, please refer to
‘Internal Enrolment Policy VCAL ‘on the previous page.
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Administrative Procedures for Assessment in the VCAL
Satisfactory completion of VCAL units
For satisfactory completion of a VCAL unit, a student must demonstrate achievement of
the set of outcomes for the unit as specified in the study design.
Students are required to demonstrate achievement of study outcomes. The decision about
satisfactory completion of outcomes is based on the teacher's assessment of the student's
overall performance on tasks designated for the unit. Each VCAL Unit ( eg: Intermediate
Numeracy) consists of a set of outcomes that must be all successfully completed.
To achieve an outcome the student must:
•produce work that meets the required standard
•submit work by the due date
•submit work that is clearly his / her own
If a teacher judges that all outcomes are achieved, the student satisfactorily completes the
unit.
The teacher is responsible for judging satisfactory completion of a unit. By reporting
satisfactory completion, the teacher is certifying that the student has achieved the set of
outcomes for the unit according to requirements set out in the study design and rules set out
by the VCAA and the school.
Teachers must develop courses that provide opportunities for students to demonstrate
achievement of the outcomes specified in the study design. The teacher should determine
the assessment program at the beginning of the year.
The teacher must specify the work that a student must do to satisfactorily complete a unit
and the conditions under which the work is to be done. The teacher must inform each student
in writing of:
 all work he / she needs to do to achieve S for the unit
 all work he / she needs to do for a Graded Assessment
 class attendance requirements
 how to submit work
 timelines and deadlines for completing work
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ASSESSMENT
Assessment in VCAL needs to be appropriate to the learner, their preferred learning style,
needs, the study undertaken and the learning outcome. It also needs to be relevant to the
students’ individual learning goals. The curriculum for each learning area of VCAL is designed
to meet each of these goals.
Each VCAL subject follows an assessment plan that is run in conjunction with scope for year
10-12.
In each subject of VCAL:





Learning outcomes are clearly outlined for each unit of work/task undertaken by
students.
Assessment methods could include teacher observations, unit tests/exams, written
questions, verbal discussions, reflective journals and peer assessment.
Assessments must be handed in on time and dates set by the teacher of the subject.
Learning outcomes may be resubmitted for every subject ( please refer to ‘Redemption
of Work’ section of this handbook)

To achieve a satisfactory result a student is required to:
• Produce work that meets the required standard
• Submit work on time
• Submit work that is clearly his/her own
• Adhere to the VCAA and school rules
Assessment tasks should be planned to gradually increase the level of difficulty from
Foundation to Senior level. Assessment tasks may also vary and students will learn to work
more independently, learn to problem solve and work on more complex tasks as they go from
Foundation to Senior level.
For Assessment Authentication, please refer to ‘Authentication’ section of VCE handbook.

Redemption of work
Students who do not satisfactorily complete all the criteria for an assessment task (below 50%
per outcome), or who do not meet the required standard, may have an opportunity to redeem
the learning outcome he/she has failed after consultation with the teacher.
Parents would be notified in the way of a letter, where a suitable time or date will be set for the
incomplete or non-satisfactory works to be completed and submitted.
The students will be given a time of period of time to resubmit or submit work.
The VCAL teacher is required to provide extra assistance where needed in areas of weakness
in the subject.
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Process of enabling students to redeem assessment in VCAL
The VCAL teacher must have done the following in order to allow a student to resubmit an
assessment and/or have extra time to complete the assessment.
1. Given the student the appropriate level of assistance in areas of weakness.
2. Received a valid notification from parents with a valid reason such as a medical
certificate, before enabling the student to resubmit work.
3. Consulted the VCAL head before the approval for a resubmission is allowed.
Work resubmitted in VCAL can only receive a ‘S’ for satisfactory completion and not be
graded higher.

Note: this may not always be the case. A stated above the students must have a valid
reason that has been approved by the teacher and/or VCAL Head.

Student Appeals
Students may appeal results attained by them in VCAL. To do this they must consult with their
teacher. Their VCAL teacher may be able to explain to them the process and reason for the
results received by the student. If the student is not satisfied with this, he/she may appeal
to the Head of VCAL. This can be done by completing a student appeals form.
Appeals can be made for the following reasons:




Assessment pieces – projects
Unit tests
Exams/ practice exams

Policies of VCAL
Policies and Procedures in VCAL in regards to attendance follow the same guidelines as
those in VCE, where a student must attend a minimum of 90% unless a medical certificate or
valid reason is brought to our attention.
Guidelines for using the ‘School Library resources’, the ‘School internet’ and on ‘Discipline’
are in correspondence with the guidelines set in VCE.
For information on VCAL ‘Attendance’, ‘Library procedures’, ‘School Internet’ and
‘Discipline’ refer to the above sections in the VCE handbook.
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Special Provision for VCAL & VCE
Special Provision provides all students with the maximum opportunity to
participate in and complete their senior secondary studies. Individual students
may need special provisions in their learning program to achieve the learning
outcomes, and in assessment to demonstrate their learning and achievement.
The provisions are available to VCE and VCAL students. Implicit in the provisions is
that students who are enrolled in VCE studies do so with a reasonable expectation of
being able to achieve the outcomes of the study design. In addition, students need to
demonstrate their achievement fairly in both the school assessment program and the
external examinations. The programs and assessment tasks designed for VCAL
students should allow each student to successfully complete the learning program
without compromising the expectations of each of the components of the program in
accordance with course requirements.
Special Provision for VCAL are guided in the policies from ‘Special Provisions for VCE’
Please refer to the Al Taqwa VCE Handbook for more information.

VCE Timetable



A VCE timetable which is delivered for 5 days of the week at the college is a lot
easier to follow than A VCAL timetable.
VCE students follow a 5 day timetable with the possibility of study periods as well.
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VCAL Timetable





A little more difficult to follow as a student’s week is broken up and in 3 possible
locations.
On Monday, Tuesday & Thursdays students are at school in their VCAL classes. (
PDS, Literacy, Numeracy & WRS)
On Wednesdays students attend TAFE
On Fridays Students are on work placement known as SWL for Fridays.
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Frequently Asked Questions
Why would I choose to do VCAL?
Just like VCE, VCAL is an accredited senior secondary school certificate undertaken in Years
10, 11 and 12. VCAL is a great option for students who after completing Year 12 want to go
into further education (i.e. TAFE) or into the workforce. It also prepares students with
employability skills for immediate employment at the conclusion of year 12. If you want to go
to university and need an ATAR score for a particular course after Year 12, then VCE is the
only option, however VCAL can provide a pathway into University.
What are the VCAL levels?
There are three levels: Foundation; Intermediate; and Senior.
Are there any entry requirements?
There are no prerequisites for VCAL except for the successful completion of the previous year
in mainstream before advancing up a year. Other requirements may include your pathway
requirements and behaviour. Please refer to the ‘Entry requirements to VCAL’ section of this
handbook.
What do I get after successfully completing VCAL?
After successfully completing VCAL you will receive a VCAL certificate. You will also get
a Statement of results listing all units of study undertaken as well as a Statement of Attainment
for VET courses ( from chosen RTO) , and if you have enough VCE units you may even end
up with a VCE certificate (without an ATAR score)
I have already studied a VCE subject. Will this count towards my VCAL?
A VCE subject will count towards your VCAL if you have attained a satisfactory result.
Can I swap to VCE if I change my mind?
You can swap to VCE if you do change your mind, but in doing so you will need to accumulate
enough VCE units. You can also pursue your VCE after having completed VCAL. Any units
of VCE that you studied in VCAL will be credited towards your VCE. For more information
you should consult your VCAL coordinator as it will depend on the timing in the year as to
whether you might be eligible to change back.
Note: Not passing your previous year in mainstream will mean you might to repeat or not have
the option of swapping back to VCE.
Can I enrol into VCAL at any time of the year?
Just because VCAL runs from year 10 to year 12, this does not mean you have to complete all
of these years. Units form year 10 and VCE carry over to give you enough units to graduate
with a year 12 certificate. You must however, whether in VCE or VCAL satisfy the minimum
number of units which is 10 to complete your VCAL certificate. ‘The cut off time for enrolling
into VCAL is by the end of term 1. No consideration will be given to enrolling students into
VCAL with exception of Foundation VCAL as RTO’s and VET places close and no
enrolment into these certificates is possible after term 1’. Your VCAL coordinator can explain
more about this.
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Do I need to sit for the General Achievement Test (GAT)?
You will need to sit for the GAT if you are enrolled in any Units 3/4 VCE subjects whilst
completing your VCAL. Students who are only undertaking VCAL units are not required to
sit for the GAT, but may choose to do so if they think this could be beneficial for their future
careers.
How is VCAL assessed?
VCAL is assessed by each student satisfying their outcomes in the units they study. Each
subject area (Literacy, Numeracy, WRS & PDS) has a set of outcomes for each semester of the
year that must be satisfactorily met. Your teacher will explain these requirements.
Can I undertake a VCAL course while doing a VET subject at Al Taqwa?
The dedicated VET day for the VCAL program is every Wednesday and work placement is
undertaken on Fridays. You will not be able to do a VET that is delivered at Al Taqwa College
unless it wholly runs on Wednesday. Speak to your VCAL coordinator or Careers coordinator
about this as there may be some VET certificates delivered on the Wednesday.
How does VCAL help me decide my future career?
VCAL aims to provide you with the practical experience you will need to make informed career
choices. You will also have an opportunity to gain experience in a variety of industries though
the VET Program, which will help you discover your interests and your strengths. At the
conclusion of year 12, you will not only graduate with a year 12 certificate, but also with a
qualification such as a certificate level 2,3 or 4. This will mean you will be eligible to further
your study or even commence work.
Where can I find more about VCAL?
You can contact your school’s career advisor or VCAL coordinator or go into the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment website: www.vcaa.vic.edu.au for more information.

Compiled by Stefanos Chrisoulis 2017

20

