AL-TAQWA
COLLEGE

Senior
School
Programs
2020/21

Information
Booklet for
Parents

Contents
Message from the Principal

3

Senior School Contact Details

4

PART I: Pathways for Senior Students

5

1.1 Background
1.2 Alternative Pathways
1.3 Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE)
1.4 Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning – Senior
(VCAL Senior)

6
9
12
13

PART II: Key Senior School Rules

14

2.1 Enrolment
2.2 Teaching and Learning
2.3 Assessment
2.4 Reporting Performance

15
17
17
18

Part III: Career Planning Program

19

3.1 Information Provided
3.2 Year 9 Careers Program
3.3 Year 10 Careers Program
3.4 Year 11 Careers Program
3.5 Year 12 Careers Program

20
20
21
21
22

Page 2 of 25

Message from the Principal
Dear Parents of Senior School Students
This Handbook provides the parents of our Senior School students with important information
about our Senior School Programs for 2020 – the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) and
the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) – Senior.
Both, when satisfactorily completed, reward a student with a Victorian Year 12 Certificate.
But they are different. The main difference between these two Certificates is that they require
different learning capabilities and, in most cases, lead to different types of further study and
careers.
Key Senior School rules have been summarised for your information. More details may be
found in the Student Handbook 2020/21.
In addition, the Careers Program at the College over the last four years of schooling is outlined.
This is an extensive program and students benefit greatly from the involvement of their
parents.
Finally, I draw your attention to the importance of the last two years of schooling for opening
up opportunities for students in the future. Please support your sons and daughters in
encouraging them to persevere and not give up.
I advise you to keep in regular contact with coordinators and teachers.

Omar Hallak
Principal
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Senior School Contact Details
Principal

Mr Omar Hallak
9269 5003
rosman@wicv.net

Vice-Principal

Mr Mohammad Hallak
9269 5015
mhallak@wicv.net

Later Years’ Coordinator

Mr Gus Napoli
9269 5046
anapoli@wicv.net

Year 12 Coordinator

Ms Yarra Bakri
9269 5023
ybakri@wicv.net

Year 11 Coordinator

Ms Urooj Shah
9269 5023
ushah@wicv.net

VCAL/VET Coordinator

Mr Stefanos Chrisoulis
9269 5093
schrisoulis@wicv.net

Careers Advisor

Mr Yasein Yassin
9269 5023
yyassin@wicv.net

VASS Coordinator

Ms Raghda Gabr
9269 5089
rgabr@wicv.net

ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Open 8:30 am to 4:30 pm Monday
to Friday (NOT term holidays)
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ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT

Open 8:30 am to 4:30 pm

PART 1
Pathways
For
Senior
Students
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1.1 Background
Mission
Al-Taqwa College aims to produce reflective, self-directed learners who have good problemsolving and critical thinking skills.
Al-Taqwa College aims to be a place where the individuality of each person is recognised. That
recognition is reflected in the diversity and flexibility of the College’s curriculum, teaching
strategies and student-centred processes.
The College aims to create a school environment that instils in students a love and obedience
to Allah (swt) in accordance with the sayings and deeds of the Prophet Muhammad (saw). It
enables them to benefit from the teachings of the Holy Al-Quran and the Sunnah of the
Prophet Mohammad (pbuh).

School Values
Al-Taqwa College supports and promotes the principles and practices of Australian democracy
including a commitment to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

elected government
the rule of law
equal rights for all before the law
freedom of religion
freedom of speech and association, and
the values of openness and tolerance

The Prophet Mohammad said
“HE WHO DOES NOT CARE ABOUT THE YOUNGEST AND DOES NOT
RESPECT THE OLDEST DOES NOT BELONG TO THE MUSLIM
COMMUNITY.”
This sense of caring and respect underpins our school values.
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The College adheres to the provision of the following:

Quality Learning
Providing a high quality and inclusive education.

Honesty
Being true to one’s self, and true to others.

Respect
Showing care and concern for other people and property.

Trust
Instilling confidence that each person is doing their part –
trust in our teachers, trust in our programs.

Tolerance
Understanding and celebrating diversity and individual differences.

Caring
Encouraging the development of empathy.

Fundamental Principles
The richness of the Islamic tradition, values and teachings, guide the direction and operation
of Al-Taqwa College within an Australian context and Australian laws.
In accordance with the Islamic concept of justice, every individual in the College is treated
fairly with no distinction between ethnicity, religion or gender.
We respect and protect the rights of students to be heard and to express themselves. We
respect and protect their physical wellbeing and dignity. And most importantly, we respect
their right to a quality education that prepares them for the future.
Young people are active learners and they are encouraged to strive for their best and achieve
their full potential.
We will deliver a quality education that is grounded in Islamic principles and values; an
education that is affordable and accessible to all families who share and believe in these same
values and principles.
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We ensure the holistic development of students by delivering a balanced, experientially rich
and diverse curriculum that respects learners as individuals. At the same time, and in line with
the Islamic concept of the Ummah, we cultivate students’ appreciation for community, and
the sense of responsibility that comes with being part of that community.
We promote and implement a restorative approach to students’ wellbeing and management.

Objectives
In accordance with Al-Taqwa College’s commitment to achieving excellence within an
inclusive educational framework that is grounded on Islamic values and teachings, we aim to:
•

Create an environment that instils in students, love and obedience to Allah (swt) in
accordance with the teachings of the Holy Al-Quran and the sayings and deeds of the
Prophet Muhammad (saw) the Sunnah.

•

Provide a holistic education that develops students’ talents and abilities to their full
potential, while meeting the aspirations and needs of the College’s Islamic community.
This holistic education aims to develop students who are well-rounded individuals –
physically, mentally, socially and spiritually; and who are guided by Islamic principles
and teachings. We will also cultivate an understanding and appreciation of our Islamic
cultural heritage.

•

Produce graduates who are proud of their identity as Australian-Muslims; who respect
and appreciate Australian Aboriginal cultural traditions, and the diversity of Australian
ethnic cultural groups.

•

Develop students who are competent, adaptable and resilient lifelong learners; who
appreciate the nature and place of work in our society and have opportunities to
develop good work practices; and who respect the rights of others in the workplace.
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1.2 Alternative Pathways
The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) has accredited Al-Taqwa College
to provide the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) and Victorian Certificate of Applied
Learning (VCAL) senior secondary programs. These two programs and their resultant
qualifications exist side-by-side and cater for different learning styles and interests of
students (see the Pathways diagram below).

Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE)
The VCE is a senior secondary qualification that provides a pathway to university entrance at
the undergraduate level. It is usually undertaken over two years, although this may be
extended to three years. Successful completion of the VCE requires students to satisfactorily
complete a total of 16 semester units which must include:
•
•

Three units of English including Units 3 and 4, and
Three other subject sequences of Units 3 and 4.

Students who successfully complete the VCE in Year 12 are given an Australian Tertiary
Admission Rank (ATAR) between 0 and 99.95. The ATAR is based on the scaled results of the
four highest subject scores (including English) plus 10% of the scaled results of any fifth and
sixth subjects. This ranking is used by universities for selection of students into courses.
The method of study in VCE is mostly logic- or academic-based learning, drawing on
knowledge developed over time. Students commit to memory detailed knowledge and skills
related to each subject.
At Al-Taqwa College, students are given plenty of scope to acquire at least 16 semester units,
as six subjects are undertaken in Year 11 and five subjects in Year 12. On completion, students
are issued with a Certificate of Units satisfactorily completed, a Statement of Results (grades)
in the subjects undertaken, and an ATAR.

Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) Senior
The VCAL Senior is also a senior secondary qualification. It provides, in most cases, a pathway
to TAFE and Vocational Education and Training (VET) programs at the certificate or diploma
level as well as apprenticeships and traineeships. It is usually undertaken over two years,
although it may be completed earlier with credits and/or faster progress. Successful
completion of the VCAL Senior requires students to satisfactorily complete
•
•
•
•

Ten semester units, with six units at the Year 12 level
Two VCAL units
Two VET units relating to Industry skills and Work skills
One Literacy unit
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•
•

One Numeracy unit, and
One Personal Development unit.

The learning approach used in VCAL focuses on ‘hands on’ practical learning with the aim of
achieving a certain skill standard. On completion, students are issued with a Certificate of
Units satisfactorily completed.
Students have different likes and interests. Students also learn differently – some learn by
imitating or following the behaviour of others; some learn by rote through regularly
committing information to memory; some learn by logically structuring information in their
mind then analysing using this structure; some learn from practical ‘hands on’ applied
activities; others learn through some or all of the above methods.
By the time a student finishes Year 10, senior school staff will be able to assess and advise
which program – VCE or VCAL Senior – will best suit each student. Students should also be
able to identify which program best suits their interests and learning style.
Al-Taqwa College regularly tests the knowledge and skills that students possess in order to
assess their academic learning and applied learning capabilities. The College also provides a
careers program and counselling for all students to help them identify their interests, related
career options, and the relevant senior education program that matches their interests and
career aspirations. Al-Taqwa College also delays the choice of VCE or VCAL Senior programs
for as long as possible to give students and parent’s time to consider their choices.

What do the two pathways have in common?
1. Both pathways result in Year 12 qualifications, provided the necessary units of study
are satisfactorily completed.
2. Both pathways are provided by senior secondary schools in Victoria and teaching is by
Victorian Institute of Teaching (VIT) qualified teachers; although VET components of
VCAL have VET-trained teachers.
3. Both pathways result in senior secondary qualifications with similar certificates issued
by the VCAA for satisfactory performance. VCE students also receive a statement of
grades in each study.
4. Both Certificates enable entry to employment immediately or after further study.
5. In some cases, both qualifications can lead to the same qualification and career path –
a degree and career in marketing, for example. A student might satisfactorily complete
VCAL Senior, enter a TAFE/VET institution (e.g. Swinburne), satisfactorily complete the
Diploma and Advanced Diploma in Marketing, then switch to the final year of a degree
in marketing at the university/higher education section of the institution (e.g.
Swinburne).
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Alternatively, a student might satisfactorily complete the VCE and achieve an ATAR that
allows them entry into a three-year marketing degree at a university/higher education
institution. The pathway that best suits a student depends on the interests and learning
style of that student.

1.3 What are the differences between the two pathways?
1. The main difference is the learning approach. In the VCE program, students research
information and commit it to memory in order to answer examination questions. This
academic approach is different to the learning approach in the VCAL program. VCAL
students learn through ‘hands on’ action and get several chances to demonstrate
competency. The VCAL approach emphasises practical application, whereas the VCE
approach is more academic with an emphasis on using the mind.
2. The aim in VCAL is to achieve a certain standard, whereas in the VCE, the aim is to do
better than others in order to get a higher ranking (ATAR) for university entrance.
3. While in some cases, both programs can lead to the same employment opportunities
e.g. marketing and business, in most cases, the programs lead to different career
paths. The VCE leads to degrees, masters, and doctorates and occupations such as
medical doctors, engineers, lawyers, scientists, biologists, economists, accountants
and so on, whereas VCAL leads to certificates, diplomas and advanced diplomas and
careers in areas like construction, hairdressing, hospitality and community services.
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Figure 1.1 below illustrates how a university degree may be obtained using either pathway:
Figure 1.1 Two Pathways to Your Desired Employment

1.3 Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE)
The VCE is a senior secondary qualification that provides the most common pathway for entry
into university/higher education. It is usually a two- or three-year program of study. Successful
completion requires students to satisfactorily complete a minimum of 16 semester units that
must include:
•
•

Three units of English with the subject sequence Units 3 and 4 included, and
Three other subject sequences of Units 3 and 4 studies.

In order to ensure as diverse a program as possible, Al-Taqwa College requires students to
undertake:
•
•
•

Six Unit 1 subjects
Six Unit 2 subjects
Five Unit 3 and 4 subject sequences
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In addition to qualifying for a Certificate, student performance in Units 3 and 4 can be used to
calculate a university ranking (ATAR) for selection purposes. Units are scored according to
subject difficulty.

1.4 Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) Senior
The VCAL Senior is also a Year 12 senior secondary qualification that provides entry to VET
certificates and diplomas. The focus of the program is obtaining of skills using ‘hands-on’
methods of learning.
The VCAL Senior is usually a two-year program of study but may be completed in a shorter
time in some cases. Successful completion requires students to satisfactorily complete a
minimum of 10 semester units that must include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Six units at the Year 12 level
Two VCAL-designed units
One Year 12 Literacy Skills unit
One Numeracy Skills unit
One Personal Development Skills unit
VET units which may cover Work-Related Skills and Industry-Specific Skills.

Unlike VCE, there are no marks issued for levels of performance, so no ATAR is calculated.
However, if a VCAL Senior student wishes to undertake a degree at university, the way to do
this is to enter a diploma course (perhaps at a university college such as Deakin College), then
proceed to the second year of a university degree.
At Al-Taqwa College, students also undertake work experience to familiarise themselves with
the workplace.

Page 13 of 25

PART 2
Key Senior
School Rules

This summary of key rules gives
parents an overview of program
arrangements. Further details of rules
affecting students are provided in the
Student Handbook.
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2.1 Enrolment
At the beginning of each academic year, students sign a Personal Declaration Form provided
by the VASS Coordinator. In this Declaration, students agree to abide by the rules and
instructions on conduct in the VCE assessment program, as well as Al Taqwa College’s rules
on school-based assessments and external VCE assessments.
Students must also sign a declaration in which they agree to abide by the College’s policy and
rules on appropriate internet use.

Year 10 Student Entrance to VCE
In 2020, some Year 10 students may undertake VCE Units 1 and 2. Eligibility for entry is based
on obtaining:
•

An average of 70% or more in the Year 9 English Semester 1 and 2 Exams,
regardless of which VCE Study the student wishes to undertake. [Without high
achievement in English at Year 9 level, a student CANNOT undertake any VCE Study
in Year 10.]
AND

•

An average of 70% or more in the Year 9 Semester 1 and 2 Exams in the proposed
VCE Study area. That is:
- For VCE Business Management, 70% or more in the Year 9 Humanities
Semester 1 and 2 Exams, and
- For VCE Psychology, Biology and Health and Human Development, 70% or more
in the Year 9 Science Semester 1 and 2 Exams.

The VCE Panel makes the final decision about advanced VCE entry based on a student’s ability
to undertake a VCE Study in Year 10 as well as any timetable constraints. Other information
available to the VCE Panel about a student’s potential includes Mathematics performance in
Year 9, performance in NAPLAN Literacy and Numeracy tests in Year 9, and recommendations
from Year 9 subject teachers.

Year 11 Student Entry into the VCE
Students who wish to undertake a VCE Study in Year 11 in 2020 must meet the following
prerequisites for the various Unit 1 subjects:
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Table 1.1 Eligibility for entry into various Year 11 units in 2020
VCE Unit 1
English 1
Specialist Mathematics 1
Mathematical Methods 1
General Mathematics
Chemistry 1
Physics 1
Biology 1
Psychology 1
HHD 1
Accounting 1
Economics 1
Business Management 1
Global Politics 1
Legal Studies 1
Computing 1
History 1
Sociology 1
Studio Arts 1
Visual Communication Design 1
Arabic 1
Texts and Traditions 1
Physical Education 1

Minimum Percentage Needed in Year 10
Subject
% mark
English
65*
Mathematics
75*
Mathematics
70*
Mathematics
60
Science
60
Science
60
Science
60
Science
60
Science
60
Mathematics
50
Mathematics
50
Humanities
60
Humanities
60
Humanities
60
Digital Technology
60
Humanities
60
Humanities
60
Art
60
Visual Communication
60
Islamic Studies
60
Islamic Studies
60
HPE
60

Your
Mark%

*A minimum of 60% in English may be accepted provided the student has averaged significantly higher than
the eligibility requirement in other chosen units. The final decision rests with the VCE Panel.
*Only Students in the Year 10 Advanced Math Program are considered for Specialist Math & Maths Methods
if the required %mark is obtained.

Unit 2 Requirements
Students need to obtain a minimum of 50% in a Unit 1 subject in order to progress to the
corresponding Unit 2 subjects.
Mid-entry changes into Unit 2 are NOT encouraged for any VCE Study. However, there is a
process for changing Studies in certain circumstances. This requires approval of the Later
Years’ Coordinator. Students may appeal to the VCE Panel if a decision is not favorable to the
student.
There is NO mid-entry available in Chemistry, Biology, Physics and Mathematical Methods.

VCE Units 3 and 4 Entrance in 2021
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Students who do not satisfactorily complete Units 1 or 2 of a VCE Study or fail to obtain a 50%
or higher grade cannot gain entry into Units 3 and 4 in that Study in Year 12.
Students who are not progressing satisfactorily in a Unit 3 VCE Study (e.g. they are failing to
obtain a 50% or higher grade) will be offered a contract to complete Unit 3 of that Study. If
the student does not adhere to the contract, they will not be permitted to sit for the external
examination or transfer to the VCAL Senior Program.

2.2 Teaching and Learning
The minimum attendance requirement for VCE, and therefore any unit or part covering SAC,
is 90% of scheduled classes, unless the student has applied for and been granted Special
Provision for significant hardship. Failure to attend classes will lead to the award of ‘N’
(unsatisfactory) and will jeopardise a student’s chances of obtaining the VCE or VCAL Senior.
While at Al Taqwa College, students are expected to respect and contribute to the academic
nature of the VCE and the practical methods of VCAL Senior. This includes undertaking all set
work in a professional manner.
Students must have the resources and computing facilities needed in order to fully participate
in and out of class.

2.3 Assessment
The minimum requirement for the award of VCE is satisfactory completion of 16 units which
must include:
•
•

Three units from the English group, including Units 3 and 4, and
At least three sequences of Unit 3–4 studies other than English, which may include
any number of English sequences once the English requirement has been met.

Satisfactory completion of a unit (VCE or VCAL Senior) means that for each Outcome in the
unit, the student has:
•
•
•
•

Produced work that demonstrates their understanding of the specified knowledge
and skills
Submitted work on time (timely)
Submitted work that is clearly his/her own (authentic)
Observed the VCAA and Al-Taqwa College rules (including attendance)

Students and parents are notified at the commencement of each Outcome in each unit about
a forthcoming assessment and the nature of that assessment. Unless there are serious
circumstances, students only have one chance to undertake the school assessment on the
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date notified. Unauthorised absence by a student will result in no marks being allocated in the
VCE and, consequently, a lower ATAR; although satisfactory completion can be redeemed in
other ways.
VCE students also undertake VCAA examinations including a mid-year General Achievement
Test (GAT). These examinations are important in determining a student’s marks for ATAR.
They are compulsory.
Please note that a failure by a student to do his/her best will bring down the Study Score
average and thereby penalise all students in that Study. For this reason, the College is very
observant of student behavior and performance. For the sake of all, any student not behaving
or performing at his/her best will be offered a transfer to VCAL Senior.

2.4 Reporting Performance
The College sends data about your son or daughter to the VCAA using the VASS computer
system. Students complete a Personal Details Form to ensure the data is correct. Students
are given a printout to check and sign.
Marks/grades and details of satisfactory completion are also entered into the system for each
student. Teachers provide this information and are given printouts to check that what is
entered is accurate.
Please note that privacy laws apply to student data that is provided and entered into VASS.
In addition, the College reports to parents each term. Parents may consult coordinators and
teachers at any time, provided the appropriate request is made.
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PART 3
Career
Planning
Program

3.1 Information Provided
To assist students, on-going programs at the College include:
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Careers Newsletter
Twice a term, students in Years 9–12 are provided with a careers letter that contains a range
of career related information. Its purpose is to give students information about seminars,
information sessions from industry stakeholders and career-related topics of interest.
Subjects Expo, Careers Week and Information Evenings
Once a year, prior to the beginning of the subject-selection process, the College provides
parents and students primarily in Year 9 and 10 with the opportunity to enquire about all
subjects the school has on offer. With subject teachers, heads of departments and subject
resources available, students and parents are provided with an opportunity to ask and delve
into the specifics of all the available subjects and the careers each subject can lead to.
In Term 1 of each year, the College holds its annual Careers Week. During this week, students
from Years 10–12 are exposed to a Careers Expo where universities visit the College and
engage directly with students. Professionals from a range of fields such as engineering and
robotics, medicine and law also attend the Expo.

3.2 Year 9 Careers Program
Year 9 is an important career development phase for students as they begin to shift their focus
from simply undertaking subjects to deeper consideration of the career paths subjects may
lead to.
For some students, Year 9 is also a time when many students are considering entering the
workforce for the first time and consequently, the careers team at Al-Taqwa College works to
ensure students have a strong understanding of the nature of work and their rights.
Year 9 students are expose of a range of experiences to assist them in their career journey by
helping them to understand their own abilities, interests and values and how these can help
in looking at career options. Some of these include:
•
•
•
•

Term 1: Investigation unit on careers
Term 2: Preparation for work that incorporates employment interview practice
Term 2: Australian Taxation Office presentation on work and tax
Terms 3 and 4: Workshop on choosing senior school subjects and pathways
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3.3 Year 10 Careers Program
In Year 10, decisions about subjects are important as they affect post-secondary tertiary and
career options. Support and guidance throughout the year is critical in ensuring each student
has a clear and appropriate path as they move into their final two years of study.

Work experience
Work experience is an important part of the self-discovery process. It helps students explore
career paths they may take beyond secondary schooling. Through careful discussion, students
develop an understanding of their career interests and can use the work experience
opportunity to explore first-hand what a particular career involves.
Some of the programs and activities students undertake in Year 10 are:
Term
Terms 1–4

Activity
Self-discovery activities throughout the year

Term 1

A Vic Roads program to ensure students understand road
rules and can drive safely once they obtain their license.

Term 1

Targeted industry and tertiary connections through
excursions and incursions to further develop students’ career
interests and clarify available pathways.

Term 2

Wellbeing and time management workshops

Term 3

One week of work experience in an industry related to the
student’s chosen career path.

Term 3

One-on-one course counselling and subject selection.

3.4 Year 11 Careers Program
In Year 11, students are on the path to their chosen career and tend to be more settled. At
this point, we begin to have deeper conversations with students about their post-schooling
aspirations. This assists students in further refining their career goals when they finish their
Year 12 studies.
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To assist students, the College provides:
Term
Term 1

Activity
University and TAFE representatives and students speak about
their institution and courses. This provides students with
information about the university experience and environs and
helps clarity their own goals and objectives.

Term 2

Wellbeing and development.

Term 3

Individualised course and subject counselling.

3.5 Year 12 Careers Program
The careers team provides a range of support to Year 12 students including speaking to all
Year 12 students individually to investigate and clarify their post-school options. Counselling
is also available to all senior school students at any time.
Some of the programs for Year 12 students include:
Term
Terms 1–4

Activities
Provide resources, dates and times for university events

Term 1

Workshop on study skills and time management

Term 1

Australian Tax Office presentation on tertiary studies and
work

Term 2

Scholarship information sessions

Term 2

Information session on University Clinical Aptitude Test
(UCAT), Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC)
processes and Special Entry Access Scheme (SEAS),
amongst others.

Term 2

Individualised course counselling sessions with the course
counselling team

Terms 2 and 3

Excursions to universities and incursions with
professionals and recent graduates who provide practical
advice on successfully transitioning to university, TAFE and
employment.

Terms 3 and 4

Assistance to students after course offers are released.
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4.0 Resources
Do research career pathways to assist in subject selection by checking JOB Guide
• VTAC and VICTER – www.vtac.edu.au (course link)
• ATC VCE & VCAL handbook, VCAL handbook and subject selection guide, where to
now? Provided in your packs
• Careers offices – senior school
• Careers website – atc-carees.com
• College website – http://www.al-taqwa.vic.edu.au/
• Student careers/career news/booklets
• Excursions – The Age Expo, VCE & Careers Expo, Year 10, TIS
• Open days
• Guest speakers
• Subject Expo & Information night
• Counselling ( Subject and Pathways)
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Head Office
201 Sayers Rd
Truganina VIC 3029
Australia
Phone: +61 3 9269 5000
Fax: +61 3 9269 5070
Email: adminoffice@wicv.net
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