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S E P T E M B E R
2 Parent/Teacher Interviews 
18 End of Term 3 

Important Dates

Principal’s Message
A S S A L A M U A L A I K U M  W A R A H M A T U L L A H I 
W A B A R A K A T U

C O V I D - 1 9
In following DHHS requirements, the College has 
completed the thorough cleaning and sanitised the entire 
premises during term 3.  For this major task, the College 
had spent over $100,000 to ensure that all areas in the 
College are cleaned and sanitized appropriately.

R U L E S  A N D  R E S T R I C T I O N S
The Victorian Premier, Daniel Andrews announced that 
from 6pm on Sunday 2 August, Metropolitan Melbourne, 
Stage 4 restrictions will apply.  A curfew was also put in 
place between the hours of 8pm til 5am. All must be at 
home during these hours. The only reason to leave home 
during the curfew is for work, medical care and caregiving.  
The rules will remain in place until Sunday 13 September.

S T A T E M E N T  B Y  A T C
On 24 August 2020, the College issued a Statement which 
can be found at our website, facebook and schoolbox.  For 
your convenience, a copy of Statement is on the next page

My special thanks to Linda Porter and Andrew McGovern, 
our OHS Team who followed up and handled the 
COVID-19 pandemic matter diligently.  

O C T O B E R 
5 First day of Term 4 

N O V E M B E R 
2 Melbourne Cup Public Holiday

P A R E N T - T E A C H E R  I N T E R V I E W S
This is to notify that Parent/Teacher Interviews will be held 
on Wednesday 2 September.  Parents and Guardians must 
book their telephone session through the Parent Portal.  
Please ensure that all school fees are up to date prior to 
booking the appointment.

R E M O T E  L E A R N I N G
My thanks to our teachers who have carried out their 
eLearning education to our students.   As we currently 
struggle through this difficult time, I believe the majority 
of us managed to overcome and get accustomed to the 
eLearning mode.  I would like to thank all including parents 
who have assisted during this transitional period.  Without 
their close coordination and cooperation, we would not 
have achieved a smooth delivery of eLearning.  InshaAllah, 
we anticipate to re-open in Term 4 and would request that 
you continue to check Schoolbox for further information. 
 
N E W  S P O R T S  H A L L
Unfortunately, due to the current lockdown, the 
construction work is on hold. The stand still is beyond our 
control however we forecast to recommence the structural 
works on 20 October 2020.  Thus far, the progress of 
construction is as follows: Foundation 85%, Main building 
structural steel 100%, Grouting 90%

Wassalam

O M A R  H A L L A K
Principal

A L - H I D A Y A H

A L - TA Q WA  C O L L E G E

C O N TA C T  D E TA I L S

adminoffice@wicv.net
al-taqwa.vic.edu.au

tel (03) 9269 5000
fax (03) 9269 5070

201 Sayers Rd
Truganina VIC 3029

OUR MISSION
Al-Taqwa College aims to produce good ref lective self-directed learners who have

problem-solving skills and critical thinking abilities. 

It aims to be a place where the individuality of each person is recognised, and where that 
recognition is ref lected in the College’s curriculum diversity and f lexibility, diverse 

teaching strategies and student centered processes. The College aims to create a school 
environment that instills in students love and obedience to Allah (swt) in accordance with 
the sayings and deeds of the Prophet Muhammad (saw) and enables them to benefit from 

the teachings of the Holy Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet Mohammad (pbuh).

Quality Education for Quality Life
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S t a t e m e n t

 
/Volumes/WORK FILES/Term 3/Statement 24082020.doc 

 Olive Branch Campus: Indonesian Affiliated Schools: 
 860 Derrimut Road Al-Taqwa College 
 Tarneit, Victoria 3029, Australia (Yayasan Islamic Schools of Indonesia) 
 Phone: 61 3 9749 0811 Kampung Hambalang RT 005/02 
 Fax: 61 3 9749 0822 Citerup, Bogor INDONESIA 
 Email:  adminoffice@wicv.net 
 Website:  www.al-taqwa.vic.edu.au/index.php/our-campuses/olive-branch 

 
ABN 32 079 146 958 
 
 
 
Main Campus:  
201 Sayers Road  
Truganina Victoria 3029 AUSTRALIA 
Phone: 61 3 9269 5000 
Fax: 61 3 9269 5070 
Email: adminoffice@wicv.net 
Website: www.al-taqwa.vic.edu.au 

            Quality Education for Quality Life 

 
 
 

STATEMENT BY AL-TAQWA COLLEGE 
 
On Tuesday 18 August, it was reported that the Department of Health and Human Services 
identified 19 new Covid-19 infections attributed to what is known as the ‘Al-Taqwa College 
cluster’. 
 
As part of its broader investigations, DHHS includes in this cluster any person with an 
epidemiological link to a known case from the school community. This means not all cases in 
this cluster involve staff or students of the College, and not all of these will have had direct 
contact with the school campus.  
 
After the College made concerned inquiries after Tuesday’s announcement, we have been 
advised by DHHS that these cases are not new infections, but reflect contact tracing updates.  
DHHS has confirmed that the last new infection in this cluster was notified on 28 July. 
 
The College has been closed to staff and students from 27 June, ever since the first positive 
notification of a staff member.  That was eight weeks ago, well beyond the known incubation 
period for the virus. 
 
Since then, the College site has been deep cleaned and it and the Al-Taqwa Mosque have 
remained closed.  Anticipating our reopening for Term 4, our already extensive on-site  
Covid-19 precautions have been further upgraded in accordance with DHHS directions and 
advice. 
 
The handful of people who came on-site to carry out this necessary work were temperature 
checked, and provided proof of Covid-negative test results before being admitted. 
 
Victorians therefore can be assured that Al-Taqwa College campus is not the source of any 
additional Covid-19 infections. 
 
Al-Taqwa College 
24 August 2020 
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A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  A d m i n

A T C  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S  D U R I N G 
L O C K D O W N
The College has arranged the following contact numbers 
and emails for parents, students and the community.

Al-Taqwa General Enquiries including Enrolments
• 9269 5062 
• 9269 5063
• 9269 5064
• adminoffice@wicv.net General enquiries as well as 

COVID-19 test results
• enrolment@wicv.net All enrolment enquiries

Accounts
• 9269 5043 
• 9269 5017 

eLearning queries
• 9269 5013 
• 9269 5042

Student IT Support
• itstudentsupport@wicv.net 

First Aid
• nurses@wicv.net for COVID advice, please contact 

DHHS

Forgot your Schoolbox Log in Details
• Click on the ‘Support and Feedback’ link on the bottom 

of the Schoolbox front page (see below).

P A R E N T  P O R T A L
If you have changed your address, email or telephone 
number, you must update your details directly through the 
Parent Portal accessible on our website using your Parent 
ID and password.

E N R O L M E N T  A P P L I C A T I O N S
Our 2021 enrolment closing date 
has now closed.  However if you 
are interested in enroling your 
child in 2021 we may still have 
some places available.  

An Enrolment Form can be found 
at http://al-taqwa.vic.edu.au/for-
parents/enrolment/  If you intend 
or know of anyone enrolling students for next year, please 
ensure that the form and accompanying documents are 
received prior to this date.

The enrolment form and accompanying documents must 
be scanned and emailed to enrolment@wicv.net. Once 
all documents are received the Accounts Department will 
contact you in regards to the payment of the application 
fee.

CHANGES TO THE OPERATION OF THE  
ADMINISTRATION OFFICE DUE TO COVID-19
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M a r k e t i n g  N e w s

Website 
Redesign
We are pleased to announce 
that the College website will be 
undergoing a full reconstruction. 
This is mainly due to the Schoolbox 
platform becoming the main 
communication tool between our 
families and the College.

All guides, maps, policies and 
procedures have been moved 
to the Schoolbox parent pages.  
The website will no longer house 
general information pertaining to 
our parents.

Schoolbox
It has been said that good things can come of bad 
situations.  Due to the extraordinary situation we are 
currently facing, our students have adapted magnificently 
to eLearning.  This time has also pressured our parents to 
obtain College information in a different way.

All students are now able to access their curriculum using 
the College eLearning platform, Schoolbox. This platform 
is also now used as the College’s main communication tool 
between parents and the College.

All parent related information from the College will be 
available on Schoolbox.  All parents require, is their own 

log in username and password.  These 
details are exactly the same as the Parent 
Portal.  If they have forgotten these details, 
they can just click on the Support & 
Feedback link at the bottom of the Schoolbox 
login page for assistance.

Schoolbox now has notices, newsletters, 
policies, event forms, guides, videos and 
much more.  We recommend that parents 
check Schoolbox once a day to ensure that 
they are kept up to date with the news and 
activities of the College.
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P r i m a r y  I s l a m i c  D e p t a r m e n t

Salam Alaykom dear parents and students,

This year, Term 3 was very different to our previous years. 
We went straight into remote learning mode due to the 
unfortunate pandemic surrounding us. 

The Primary Islamic Department had to reorganise our 
activities that we usually hold on school grounds. It was a 
new learning curve for all involved, but Alhamdulillah, as 
always, we were able to come out successful!

Using Schoolbox as our platform, the Department created 
a Primary Islamic corner and it includes daily quizzes, 
hadith of the week, Islamic stories and resources, arts and 
crafts activities and many more. We encourage students 
to visit the page on a regular basis so they can continue to 
have a spiritual connection to the school via the activities.

We conducted an online version of the Al-Aqsa Week via 
the Primary Islamic Corner.

All activities focused on the history and importance of 
the Holy Masjid. Students were able to access significant 
videos, activities and participated in daily quizzes as well. 
For our little ones in lower primary, a colouring competition 
was set up. Our dawah students recorded wonderful 
speeches which were also placed in the Islamic corner. 
And how could we not run our famous Kahoot! Students in 

Years 5 and 6 participated in a Kahoot session via Zoom 
and the students, as well as teachers thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience. We ask you to make dua to protect our 
beloved Al-Aqsa and all our struggling brothers and sisters 
around the globe. May Allah ease their way and protect all 
of our holy cities. Ameen.

As we are continuing with 
remote learning for the rest 
of term 3, students continued 
to require support for Arabic. 
The Department organised 
an after school Arabic 
Homework Club, which was 
advertised to all parents in 
Primary, so that students get 
the required support. 

The teacher aides have been 
conducting Zoom sessions 
with students to help with their reading comprehension, 
writing and spelling. There has been a marked 
improvement in students’ Arabic skills and the credit goes 
to our wonderful and amazing team of teacher aides!

We hope that you all have a safe and enjoyable term. 
Please ensure your child attends the zoom sessions for 
Arabic, Religion and Quran and completes the required 

tasks for the week.

Please keep us and each other in your 
Duas and Inshalla we will get through 
these difficult times with ease.

P R I M A R Y  A R A B I C  A N D  I S L A M I C 

D E P A R T M E N T
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Y e a r s  3 - 5

Y E A R  3
We are just past the mid-way point of this term and the 
year 3 team would just like to say a huge thank you to all 
our amazing parents and students. They are doing so well 
and have adjusted fantastically to this second round of 
eLearning. We have been doing some extra Zoom sessions 
with the kids as of recently. 

We have begun our lunch time Zoom sessions with 
scheduled activities until the end of the term which the 
students have taken a great liking to. It’s important that 
Zoom sessions are used for well-being and fun not just 
for completing daily Schoolbox tasks. During these lunch 
time sessions, the students have an opportunity to chat 
and catch up with their peers as 
well as their homeroom teacher just 
like they would in school on normal 
circumstances. So far, we have done 
card making activities, played games 
and given tours of our families, homes 
and pets. 
Year 3 Team

Y E A R  4
Great 4s’ started Term 3 with excitement and mix 
feelings to be back to eLearning via Schoolbox. We have 
introduced programs to establish and encourage healthy 
ways to deal with stress and anxiety in our students by 
fostering their ability to focus their energy into reaching 
their optimal academic excellence especially during these 
challenging times.

We are conducting additional Zoom sessions, student well-
being activities, fun lunchtime activities and Reach for the 
Stars Program (for selected students). 

This term we are focusing a lot about a growth mindset 
and how our brains get stronger when we persist and don’t 
give up. These additional Zoom sessions are to uncover 
the importance of mental wellbeing and positivity for the 
personal development of individuals. 

The pictures on the 
right are students’ 
experiments they 
did for Science and 
Literacy.

We hope our students can be active 
participants online and be more 
equipped to approach their learning 
and move forward to the next term. 
Year 4 Team

Y E A R  5
As the Year 5 students tackle their eLearning quite 
smoothly, the much awaited writing workshop from Beth 
Cregan last week was a welcome reinforcement to the 
students’ writing skills.

The writing workshop activity combined drawing, creative 
thinking, storytelling and so much more. The students truly 
enjoyed the 
workshop and 
they can’t 
wait to use 
the skills they 
learned into 
their writing 
activities.
Year 5 Team
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Y e a r  6

Our Year 6 students produced their own newsletter whcih you can access at 
https://www.canva.com/design/DAEEugoqmkY/view#1
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J u n i o r  Y e a r s  6 - 9

We hope you and your families are in good health during 
these difficult times.  We are pleased with the progress 
that students have made using Schoolbox. During the 
term, staff have continued to develop all online learning 
platforms, endeavoring to create a more resourceful and 
comprehensive learning platform for students. Students 
have also excelled and embraced the different learning 
style, which is promising in regards to keeping up with 
curriculum.

We are also pleased to announce that the Mid Year 
Assessments were an overall success, which the majority 
of students successfully completed. In week 5, we re-
introduced our Homework Club and Reach for the Stars 
programs which run every Thursday between 3:30 and 
4:30pm. These can be located on the Schoolbox main 
campus page.  Students must return their consent forms to 
attend. 

The College has taken additional measures in ensuring 
the safety, well being and academic progression of all 
students at the College.  We have taken into account the 
feedback forms and we are doing are upmost best to make 
the necessary changes to the College, where practical.   

During these unprecedented times, it is important to 
understand that the measures put into place are to benefit 
all stakeholders in the College, especially the students.  

Please be reminded of the following measure put into 
place:
• No early leavers (face to face learning)
• Not allowing parents in the College, unless they have 

made a prior appointment.
• Minimising the number of visitors to the College to a 

minimum.
• Practicing social distancing at all times.
• Improving the well-being of students and staff.
• Educating everyone!

In continuing the good work of teachers and leaders alike, 
the College has sustained their approach to encouraging 
students. There will be various campaigns that will continue 
to run, despite remote learning. Please check Schoolbox 
for the winners of the Schoolbox Champion Campaign 
across Years 6-12. To help alleviate the pressure for 
students, there are a number extra curricular and well 
being activities being run by staff during lunchtime and 

after school. More information on this is accessible on 
Schoolbox.

As we are unsure in what the near future holds in terms of 
school life for students and staff, we would like to assure 
parents and students, that the College has invested all of 
its energy into the well being of students. We have a very 
well structured eLearning platform for students to continue 
their learning from the safety of their home. Please keep 
up to date with all announcements on the College’s social 
platforms and most of all we hope everyone is well and 
safe.
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S e n i o r s  S c h o o l

It goes without saying that Term 3 2020 has been like no 
other due to the impact of the COVID 19 pandemic. All 
school communities have had to deal with many unique 
challenges, and our students and teachers have had to 
again embrace the eLearning environment throughout the 
term. I am however please to report, that on the whole, 
students in the senior school have tackled this challenge 
very well. Students are progressing with their studies, 
and the Zoom sessions have allowed for students to have 
ongoing interaction with their teachers and peers. I wish to 
thank all teachers, students and parents for the dedication 
and commitment shown during this difficult time.   

Term 3 is also the time in the senior school when planning 
for the following year takes place. Most importantly it’s 
when students are asked to make decisions about their 
respective study pathways 
for the following year. Over 
the course of this term all 
students have had the 
opportunity to explore their 
options. The College has 
established a comprehensive 
course counselling program 
so as to insure that both 
students and parents can 
made the best informed 
decision. The summary below 
outlines what is taking place, 
and what has been planned 
for the remainder of the year. 

Y E A R  1 2
As we approach the last few 
weeks of Term 3 students 
and teachers in the senior 
school are heavily involved in completing the curriculum 
requirements. This is especially the case with our Year 12 
VCE and VCAL Programs. The completion of this term is 
effectively their last, with the early part of Term 4 focused 
on revision followed by the commencement of the VCAA 
examination period for VCE students commencing on 9 
November. 

One of the most significant events at this time of the year 
for Year 12 students is to ensure that all students are 
supported towards a meaningful post-secondary pathway.

In order to achieve this the Year 12 students have recently 
been counselled on the VTAC application process, which 
is focused on selecting tertiary and TAFE pathways for 
2021.

Y E A R  1 1  &  Y E A R  1 0
The Year 11 and Year 10 students are also commencing 
their course counselled for 2021. A remote parent/ student/ 
teacher day will be held on 3 September. This part of the 
course counselling process aims to ensure that parents 
are kept abreast of the options students have as they move 
towards their final years of secondary education. 

In order to better support these students a VCE/ VCAL 
Orientation Program will take place in the final few 
weeks of Term 4. The program effectively signals the 

commencement of the 2021 
VCE/ VCAL school year. Here 
students will be placed in 
their respective classes and 
summer holiday homework 
will be set. The Orientation 
Program which has been 
implemented over the last 
few years has proven to be 
very beneficial to students. 

Y E A R  9
The Year 9’s who will be 
entering the senior school will 
also be provided information 
in preparation for 2021. Both 
students and parents will be 
issued information in Term 
4 to explain the curriculum 
programs being offered in 

Year 10. One program which has been introduced over the 
last few years with great success, is the VCE Accelerated 
Program. Here students who have shown above average 
results and the capacity to deal with an advanced study 
program will have the opportunity to undertake one VCE 
subject next year. Information regarding this program has 
been placed on the Year 9 Schoolbox page. 
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S R C s

Our Year 10, 11 and 12 captains started off their Tuesday 
morning on 18 August with a Zoom session along with 
Sarah Connolly MP for Tarneit. The session was focused 
on checking in with our students and staff at Al-Taqwa 
College and hearing about their learning experience 

during remote learning. Sarah was able to inspire 
students with motivational words and strategies. It was a 
great experience for our students and staff to attend this 
session with Sarah as she was able to provide them with 
reassurance in getting through the current pandemic.

During Extra Curricular SRC meetings with our Yr 12 
Captains this term, Yussuf ElBakry voiced his concerns 
on the representation of our school and how he felt he 
needed to give the students a voice. He asked to gather 
the secondary SRC students for a meeting. During this 
student-led meeting, he and the SRC students decided 
to put pen to paper and document their views and 
experiences at Al-Taqwa College over the last couple of 
months. The students each wrote a short personal piece 
which was compiled into a SRC Student Statement saved 
in the Notices & Newsletter section on Schoolbox.

Aside from showing their support for the College, these 
statements show how much our students support and 
value our teachers and the procedures put in place. 

Also, if you haven’t seen it yet, you can watch the Yr 12 
Captains share their views on eLearning, discuss their 
outlook on life in the current pandemic and the ways in 
which they have supported each other to cope during this 
time: https://vimeo.com/445459046/11cca9a463

Here are a few snippets of what they had to say.
“...there has been a lot of misconceptions about 
my school in the past few weeks and that I would 
like to clarify, as I think what is being said are false 
accusations...” 
Yussuf Elbakry, Yr 12 Captain

“...the college resembles my second home ... the school 
has done its upmost best to follow the precautions and 
the regulations...” 
Halima Abdul Aziz, Yr 12 Captain 

I have never known them (ATC) to be lacking in love 
and care ... The school has gone above and beyond 
to provide for us online remote learning to secure our 
academic position...”
Ibrahim Khalifa, Yr 7

“...The school had taken all safety measures ... we were 
even distributed separate prayer mats to avoid too 
much sharing...”
Khadija Farooky, Yr 7

“...the school management cannot be blamed as they 
took care us of the best they could have...”
Hashim Ali, Yr 10

“...I would like to express my sincere appreciation 
towards the school in regards to the COVID situation 
... we cleaned our tables and chairs after every class 
and additional cleaning was done after school by our 
school cleaners...” 
Najma Abdullahi, Yr 10 
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Enrolment Off icers 
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Ibtissam Shahino

Parent Liaison Of ficer
Fatima Elia

Transport Coordinator
Sameh Aghbash

Accounts Receivable
Fadile Jeka
Adil Shaikh

Accounts Payable
Emmy Eribsyantie

 A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 
P E R S O N N E L

The Islamic Schools of Victoria (Werribee College) Trading as Al-Taqwa College ABN 32 079 146 958

COLLEGE  TOURS
Tours of the College are are currently  

on hold due to the pandemic.   
We will post our tour dates on our  
website as they become available.

Enrol Now for 2021
Enrolments for Years 1 to 12 are still available with limited places in some 
levels.  If you wish to enrol your child for 2021, download the enrolment form 
from our website.  The form must be completed, scanned and emailed with the 
accompanying documents to enrolment@wicv.net.  

Photographed documents will not be accepted, they must be scanned 
documents.

Parents check your 
Schoolbox pages on a daily 

basis to keep up to date with 
our news and activities.


