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20 October 2021 

 

Assalamu alaikum Parents/Guardians 

 

REVISED RETURN TO SCHOOL TIMETABLE – TERM 4 
 

Following recent announcements by Premier Daniel Andrews, and having monitored the 

situation with new Covid infection numbers and where they are, the College has decided on 

adjustments of our previously-advised schedule for students and staff returning to face-to-face 

teaching and learning in Term 4.   

 

We acknowledge our timing varies from the Government’s return-to-school timetable. This has 

been done with the health and safety of our students, staff, and families the highest priority.  

Our aim is to minimise the risk of infections and related disruptions, given that we still have 

small numbers of staff and students reporting positive tests on an almost daily basis, even 

though the College site remains closed. 

 

Indeed, even with the College campus closed, there has been a steady stream of new Covid 

infections of students, staff, and family members ever since the 14-day quarantine ended in 

August.  As I said in my letter last week, we are proceeding cautiously, knowing that the 

College has a higher-than-average possibility of students and staff testing positive after 

returning to school. 

 

RETURN-TO-SCHOOL TIMETABLE 

Return-to-school applies to students from Foundation to Year 11 and VCAL. As advised last 

week, Year 12 students will continue to study at home to minimise disruption to their final 

preparation for their VCE exams. 

 

All other students will continue with remote learning until their start date listed below.  Once 

staff and students commence, they will remain on-site. Please note that this calendar is 

subject to change if the need arises. 

 

 

WEEK 5 
MON TUES WED THUR FRI 

1-Nov-21 2-Nov-21 3-Nov-21 4-Nov-21 5-Nov-21 

Foundation   
Students 

commence 
  

Years 1 & 2    
Students 

Commence 
 

 

WEEK 6 
MON TUES WED THUR FRI 

8-Nov-21 9-Nov-21 10-Nov-21 11-Nov-21 12-Nov-21 

Years 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 11 
and VCAL 

 
Students 

Commence 
   

Years 5, 6 & 10    
Students 

commence 
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From Week 6, Thursday 11 November, all students will have returned to full-time face-to-

face learning until Friday 26 November (subject to change). 

 

TRANSITION WEEKS  

Previously, we mentioned that transition weeks will be held remotely commencing Monday 29 

November, Weeks 9 and 10.  However, this is subject to change due to the College community 

still experiencing Covid-19 cases.  

 

The last day of learning for all students will be Friday 10 December.   

 

ON-SITE MEASURES THAT WILL APPLY 

The Victorian Government has stated it is mandatory for students in Years 3 to 12 to wear a 

mask to school.  Parental discretion is allowed for students wearing masks in Foundation to 

Year 2. 

 

The format of how to drop off and collect students is unchanged.  However, the College prefers 

that all parents remain in their cars when dropping off children.  

 

Regrettably, no visitors are permitted on the premises at any time.  Parents will not be 

permitted to enter the College during school hours and the Front Office will remain closed.  

Therefore, please ensure your child has their school bag, lunch, drinks, stationery and uniform 

before they leave the house in the morning. 

 

Students of parents who are deemed essential workers, will be permitted to commence school 

from Monday 25 October.  You must email your work permit for both parents to 

adminoffice@wicv.net for approval. 

 

School buses will resume on Wednesday 3 November. The Canteen will reopen Tuesday 9 

November.   

 

Once students arrive at school, they will not be permitted to leave the premises until the end 

of the school day.  This means if a senior student has one class for the day, then they must 

remain at the College for the entire day and have their Zoom sessions supervised at school.  

This is to ensure that they do not miss their following Zoom sessions travelling back home.  

The exception to this is Year 12 students who must immediately go home after their exams. If 

students decide not to attend their face-to-face class, then they will be marked as absent for 

that period. 

 

It is highly recommended that all students 12 years and over have their Government-

recommended Covid vaccine.  You can call the Covid Hotline on 1800 675 398 to arrange an 

appointment.  Please ensure that you check with your GP prior to booking your child to have 

their vaccine. 

 

In accordance with the Government’s Public Health Order requiring school staff to have had at 

least have had their first Covid vaccination by 18 October, all our staff on-site have met these 

requirements. We sincerely thank our dedicated staff for their cooperation and their 

commitment to keeping themselves and your children safe. 

 

RESPONDING TO NEW COVID INFECTIONS 

With reopening, the College’s task is to manage those infections and contain them. That 

includes implementing Government regulations and operational requirements. 

 

After listening to the concerns of schools and principals, the Government has developed more 

detailed, effective, and realistic operational guidelines that give us greater confidence to 

reopen with the least possible disruption to the whole College community. 

 

Under these Government operational guidelines, if a Covid-19 case is detected at the College 

during on-site learning, the College will have to close briefly for necessary cleaning, and to 

mailto:adminoffice@wicv.net
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assist with contact tracing.  There will be limited notice in terms of such closures, but the 

closures should only be between 24-48 hours, based on the advice received from the 

Department of Health. 

 

Unlike the initial shutdown in August, the quarantining of the whole school population will not 

be required. Any requirements to quarantine or isolate will be limited to identified, Primary 

Close Contacts of the Covid-positive person. 

 

If your child, or your household currently is Covid-positive, or are isolating as a 

Primary Close Contact, you MUST NOT return your child to school until cleared by the 

Department of Health.  

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQS) FOR THE RETURN TO SCHOOL 

A set of updated FAQs covering Covid management and prevention, and the measures being 

taken on-site to comply with Government requirements and to keep students and staff as risk-

free as possible, are being posted on Schoolbox. 

 

Please refer to the FAQs in preparing your child to return. 

 

As noted earlier, please ensure you child comes to school with a face covering/mask if that is 

legally required for their year group. 

 

WHY WE ARE DOING THIS AS WE ARE 

The College’s circumstances are unique, and therefore we need to be as cautious as possible.   

 

Al-Taqwa College has a duty of care to do whatever we can to minimise the risks of transmitted 

Covid infections. Our return-to-school timetable therefore has been determined by the 

overriding priority of putting the safety and well-being of our students, staff and families above 

all other needs, even though the timing varies from the Government’s “road map”.  

 

With the daily numbers of new Covid positives in Victoria still running well over 1,500, and 

more than half of each day’s new positives consistently being in the in the northern (around 20 

per cent) and western (around 30 per cent) suburbs of Melbourne, these persistent infection 

figures for our region give the College serious ongoing concern. 

 

Because of our mission to serve Islamic families across our wide region and not just our local 

area, our widespread student catchment area overlaps the North and West hot zones for 

Covid-19.  

 

With a school population of around 3,000 people mostly drawn from these areas, we remain 

concerned this external reality puts our College community at a significantly higher than 

average level of risk of acquiring infections off-site, simply by where our families live.   

 

We are taking every precaution we can reasonably take, and complying with the Victorian 

Government’s rules and requirements.  However, it is inevitable that, with our catchment area 

being by far the worst-affected Covid hot zones, and with no sign of that abating in the 

immediate future, the College inevitably will be affected by at least occasional Covid-19 

infections as the return to face-to-face teaching and learning continues. 

 

As you know, the College leadership and board seriously considered keeping the College closed 

for all on-site teaching and learning for the remainder of the 2021 school year.  It was only 

after careful consideration of the risks, and the new and more effective operational guidelines 

the Government issued at the end of last week, that we decided to return to face-to-face 

teaching.  

 

In doing so, we consulted extensively with the Department of Health, the Department of 

Education, Independent Schools Victoria, the Islamic Council of Victoria and our local state 

member of parliament, Sarah Connolly MP. We thank them for their advice and assistance.  
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NEXT STEPS 

The College is very mindful of our overriding duty of care to keep students and staff safe and 

healthy with Covid ever present. We will therefore continuously monitor the situation with 

Victoria’s new infection numbers, where they are, and how they could affect the College 

community.  

 

If the circumstances change, our return-to-school measures will also need to change.  We will 

also comply immediately with any announced changes to Government rules and guidelines. 

 

In respect of the College’s on-site operations, however, if it turns out that the incidence of new 

infections, and resulting 1–2-day closures of the College, are too frequent and disruptive, and 

the risk of further infections and disruptions is too high, in the best interests of student and 

staff safety and well-being we may return to remote learning for the rest of Term 4.   

 

If Government guidelines change, or new Public Health Orders are made that may compel the 

College to close again at short notice, these will be complied with immediately. 

 

I can assure you, however, that returning to remote learning is very much a last resort. 

 

We all have been through a lot in the last 18 months, and everyone at the College understands 

the great stress and worry this has caused students, staff and families as we have gone on this 

difficult journey together.  The College’s return-to-school process has been planned to give you 

the greatest possible confidence in your child returning safely and happily to face-to-face 

teaching and learning. 

 

With these measures in place, we look forward to welcoming your children back to Al-Taqwa 

College in the coming days. Thank you for your ongoing patience, support and 

understanding in these difficult times.  We all want, and hope, to get back to normal in 2022. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Omar Hallak 

Principal 


