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            Quality Education for Quality Life 

 

11 October 2021 

 

Assalamu Alaikum parents/guardians 

 

COVID-19 UPDATE 
 

I am writing to update you on the current situation regarding Covid-19 and the return to face-

to-face teaching and learning at our College.  We are also outlining our current plans in relation 

to further reopening according to the Victorian Government’s schools roadmap. 

 

Current situation 

I am very pleased to tell you that the two Year 12 boys whose sister is Covid-19 positive, have 

so far tested negative. 

 

While this is most welcome, the College urges all Year 12 students who attended the GAT last 

week, to get tested if you are showing any symptoms.  This applies whether or not Year 12 

students have been vaccinated. 

 

Given the daily numbers of new positives in Victoria running just under the 2,000 mark, and 

the greater number of these positives being in the northern and western suburbs of Melbourne, 

these infection figures give the College serious cause for concern.  The College is aware of 

people within the ATC community still testing positive. 

 

Unlike most schools in Melbourne, whether or not they are Islamic schools, our wide student 

catchment area overlaps the North and West hot zones for catching Covid-19. We are gravely 

concerned that this puts our College community at an unusual level of risk of acquiring an 

infection simply by where we all live.   

 

The College’s view is despite every precaution we can take, and how closely we comply with 

the Victorian Government’s rules and requirements, it is inevitable that, with our catchment 

area being by far the worst-affected Covid hot zones, the College will be affected severely by 

numerous Covid-19 infections as the scheduled return to face-to-face teaching and learning 

continues. 

 

We are doing our best to contain the risk, but it cannot be eliminated. 

 

What we are doing 

As of now, the only groups that have returned on-site are our Unit 3&4 VCE and VCAL classes.  

Year 12 exams are the most important point of a school student’s educational journey, the 

results of which affect students’ further education and employment opportunities.  These must 

not be disrupted, compromised or jeopardised by factors beyond students’ control. 

 

With this uppermost in our minds, as well as minimising the risks of infection for everyone, the 

College leadership and the College board have decided on a course of action that, in our 

considered view, minimises disruption to our Year 12 students at the most crucial time.  This 

will give our Year 12s the best opportunity to prepare for their VCE and VCAL exams with as 

little worry about Covid risks as possible. 

 

We also want to ensure the risks of infection for other year groups are contained to the best of 

our ability. 

 

With these considerations in mind, we have decided as follows in relation to the return-to-

school schedule we outlined in my letter of 1 October: 
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 In the interests of the safety of students, staff and families, all VCE students, including 

Year 11 students studying a Unit 3&4, will continue to learn and prepare via remote 

learning for the two weeks leading up to their exams, which will be on-site with full 

Covid-19 precautions in place. 

 Year 12 VCAL students will also return to remote learning until further notice. 

 All VCE students will be required to undertake a Covid-19 test 72 hours prior to 

attending the school for the English Exam on Wednesday 27 October.  Students must 

return a negative result in order to attend the College to sit the exams, or apply for 

special consideration if they test positive.   

 For the remaining year groups (Foundation-Year 11) due to return on-site from Monday 

25 October, we will continue to monitor the new infection numbers and where new 

Covid-19 infections are concentrated.  If these appear to indicate an unacceptable risk 

of infection for students, staff and families, we are prepared to continue remote learning 

beyond 25 October in the interests of public health safety of the whole College 

community. 

 For those remaining year groups, we will make a final call on Thursday, 21 October. 

 

It is also important to note that the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority has 

stipulated that should a VCE student undertaking Unit 3&4 examinations return a Covid-

positive result, they will not be permitted to sit exams during their 14 days of isolation. This 

would result in the student being awarded a derived score for any examinations missed.  

 

In making these very difficult decisions, we have consulted with, or informed, the Department 

of Health and its Covid-19 response team, the Department of Education, Independent Schools 

Victoria and the Islamic Council of Victoria. 

 

We have also considered what other Islamic and independent schools are doing in relation to 

return-to-school, particularly for VCE and VCAL students. I can assure you that we are not the 

only school thinking in this way. 

 

I can also assure you that these decisions have not been taken lightly, and we understand that 

these arrangements may place further strains on you and your families.  

 

Our view, however, reflects that we have a higher duty to you and your children to keep them, 

and you, safe and healthy.  

 

Because of the mostly unique characteristics of our College community and where we all live, 

we therefore have determined that, because of our catchment, there is a considerably higher 

than average chance of people catching Covid-19 on-site without taking these precautions. As 

a result, we feel compelled to take more drastic action than most other schools. 

 

Taking precautions at home 

As we have done throughout the latest Covid outbreak, we urge everyone to get tested, even if 

for the slightest sign of being unwell, or if you or your child are advised you have had a close 

contact. This includes our VCE class groups. If you or your child show such signs, please keep 

them at home. 

 

We will also continue to send students home who do attend the College, if they show any signs 

of being unwell, or are designated as close contacts of a Covid-positive person. 

 

If you, or your child, are eligible to get vaccinated under current Government guidelines we 

urge you to do so. Vaccination protects you and others from the worst of Covid-19. 

 

As you may be aware, College staff members have a legal obligation under a Victorian 

Government Public Health Order to have at least had or booked their first Covid vaccination by 

18 October, in order to protect themselves and your children.  The College is ensuring that 

staff comply with this requirement as part of their return to school. 

 

Please remember, if you or any person in your household has tested positive, then 

the entire family within that household must isolate at home. 
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Our student and staff welfare teams will continue to work with families directly affected by 

Covid-19, and do everything they can to ease the burden on them. 

 

Finally, I know that continuing remote teaching and learning adds to the stresses on students, 

families, and staff who have already been under extraordinary pressure in 2020 and 2021.  

 

On behalf of the College, I thank everyone for all you have done, and, inshaAllah, we shall get 

to the other side of this pandemic and look forward hopefully to a Covid-free school year in 

2022. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Omar Hallak 

Principal 


